Calculators: The good the bad and the expensive.


 In order to be successful in physics and for that matter any science class you need a reliable, easy to use and inexpensive calculator. This tool needs to be brought EVERY DAY. No only because I have random calculator checks for a grade but also because it is needed when doing practice problems and for tests and quizzes. 
DO NOT BUY: TI: 30XS: MULTIVIEW
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For some reason the programmers decided that every number in scientific notation must be in parenthesis because there is not a proper exponent button. If you do not put every number in parenthesis then the order of operations kicks in and you will end up with an answer with the wrong exponent. You have to hit twice as many buttons to get the right answer which is both time consuming and frustrating.

Graphing Calculators: TI 84
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Graphing calculators can be neat and fun however there are multiple arguments against them. 

1) These are expensive and have A LOT of unnecessary functions. 

2) They are not allowed on the EOI tests, ACT or most standardized tests. The last thing you want to do is try to manipulate a different calculator the day of the test instead of the graphing calculator they have used all year.

3) Batteries: There is nothing more frustrating than having a calculator that does not work due to the batteries dying. Graphing calculators take 4 AAA batteries that will not last the entire year, especially if they are playing games on them.

4) Speaking of games, games are readily available on these calculators and can be an easy distraction from school work. 
 What should I buy? 

In my experience of using or helping use almost every calculator available over the past eight years I have come up with a short list of calculators that are easy to use, have all the functions you need and inexpensive.

#1 TI 30X II S
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This is the calculator that I personally use. It is solar powered so no worries about batteries. The menu system is intuitive and you can scroll up to see previous calculations if you need to due to the two line screen. You can find this model at any store or online for around $15.
#2 TI 30Xa
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A basic reliable scientific calculator that has all the functions you need to be successful. One of the neat features is that you only need to hit one button for exponent instead of two buttons like the calculator above. It does not have the double line feature where you can scroll through recent transactions but that is not a necessity. You can find this for right around $10 at most stores or online.  
