Harding Charter Preparatory High School

Pre-AP Conceptual Physics 
Course Syllabus: 2010-11
I. General Information:

Instructor: Mr. Dan Hounslow: 
Email: dhounslow@hardingcharterprep.org
Additional information and notes: http://www.hardingcharterprep.org/
Room: 318
Required Materials: (to be brought EVERY day) 5 subject spiral (INB), writing utensil, scientific calculator ($10) this does not have to be a graphing calculator, and a pack of graph paper (Quadrille paper, 4 squares to the inch)
II. Course Description:

This is an introductory course designed to engage students in the proper methodology of science.  The first quarter will be spent learning about (or reviewing) the Nature of Science, Scientific Methods, the Metric System, measuring with scientific equipment and graphing.  During the second and third quarters, students will apply their new skills in learning basic physics concepts—with major emphasis on analysis of data.  The fourth quarter will be an introduction to chemistry as a segue to their sophomore year. Conceptual physics utilizes W.I.C.R. (Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, and Reading) strategies in one form or another in every assignment especially with hands-on laboratory exploration. 
III. Grading Procedures and Regulations:

General: Grades are based upon unit tests, quizzes, laboratory reports, homework, projects, participation, and material checks. 

Grade Weights:  

Daily Work (homework, labs, C-notes, participation, etc): 
 40%

Test/Quizzes:  






 40%


Semester Tests:





 20%

Tutorial Schedule: Tuesday and Thursday afterschool from 3:00~3:45 or by appointment and usually Fridays from 3:00- 5:00 I strongly encourage your attendance if you need help. 
Late work and work without a name: Late homework and work without a name is never accepted unless it results from an excused absence. It is the student's responsibility to determine the assignments that  s/he has missed. 

Participation: Students are always expected to participate positively in class activities and discussions. 
Academic Dishonesty: Any form of cheating will receive a zero grade and possible discipline action. 

IV. Classroom Expectations and Contract.

Here are a few simple but important rules for success in this class:

· Attendance is mandatory and necessary for success in this class. 

· To be considered on time, you must be in your seat, with all supplies, and prepared to learn.
· During laboratories, stay with your group and do not “roam” the room. 

· Speak respectfully; always have respect for others.

· Adhere to the dress code.

· Keep all personal belongings put away during class time.
· Hall Passes will be given only in emergencies (bleeding/vomiting).
· Food and drink are not permitted in the classroom at any time (except bottle water).
· Laboratory materials become the financial responsibility of the student. Be careful with all the equipment!

· ”Horseplay” will not be tolerated at any time during class and will result in a grade of zero for the laboratory activity and additional disciplinary action. 

For any questions or concerns you can call the school and leave a message or for a much faster reply, contact me via email which I check multiple times per day. 
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Cut along the line below and return the stub to Mr. Hounslow.
________________________________________________________________________
Print Your Name: _______________________________ Period: __________
STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

I have read the preceding rules and guidelines for Mr. Hounslow’s Conceptual Physics class and understand its contents.

___________________________________       ___________ 

Student’s Signature




Date

___________________________________       ___________ 

Parent or Guardian’s Signature 


Date

